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BHP BILLITON AQUATIC SUPER SERIES 
Statement by Acting Minister for Tourism 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Acting Minister for Tourism) [2.04 pm]: I wish to inform members about 
an exciting announcement I recently made about the 2015 BHP Billiton Aquatic Super Series and participation 
by the swim team and men’s water polo team from the United States of America. This is a fantastic coup for 
Western Australia, with the USA having won more swimming world championships and Olympic titles than any 
other country. It will also result in increased media exposure in the US, which is ranked as the seventh largest 
tourism market for Western Australia in visitor spend. 

The US will undoubtedly provide strong competition for the Australian swim team, as well as the other 
competing nations, China and Japan. The US men’s water polo team is ranked sixth in the world and will also 
take on the Australian men’s team, which is ranked eighth, in what promises to be a great competition. 
The Chinese women’s water polo side is ranked second in the world and will match up against the Australian 
women’s team, which is ranked fourth. 
Now in its third year, the BHP Billiton Aquatic Super Series is a unique home-grown event in which some of the 
world’s best swimming teams compete over two nights for cash prizes. In addition to the swimming and water 
polo components, the festival of water sports features a mass participation open water swim in the Swan River, 
known as Swim the Swan, which starts at the Barrack Street Jetty. There is also a terrific community 
engagement program in which past and present Olympians host clinics for children across the state. The 
community program delivers joint water polo and swimming clinics to all regions and the Perth metropolitan 
area. Each activation features a range of fun and exciting programs, including trial events. The program is run by 
elite athletes and coaches, giving participants the opportunity to meet and learn from their sporting heroes. 
As well as expanding the reach and impact of the BHP Billiton Aquatic Super Series, the community program 
delivers important messages on living a healthy and active lifestyle through participation in the sports of water 
polo and swimming. The community program commenced in October 2014 and runs through to February 2015. 
The state government, through Tourism WA, is a proud supporter of the BHP Billiton Aquatic Super Series. 
It will be held at HBF Stadium in Mt Claremont from 30 January to 1 February 2015, and Swimming Australia 
is to be congratulated for securing such a great line-up of talent and developing this unique event in WA. Events 
such as this play an important role in the state government’s strategy to grow the value of tourism to the 
economy to $12 billion dollars by 2020. They also help attract visitors, add vibrancy to the state and generate 
national and international media exposure for Western Australia. 
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